
Unit 4 - WWI and the 1920s 
 

Essential Questions: 
1. Although American foreign policy was originally based on isolationism and neutrality, how was the 

United States entry into World War I inevitable? 
2. What was the lasting legacy of World War I in the United States and abroad? 
3. What economic and political factors contributed to America's economic boom during the 1920s? 
4. As customs and values changed in the 1920s, what cultural conflicts did Americans experience? 

 
I. A Brief History of American Foreign Policy 
 
Annotations Notes 

A. Isolationism 
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B. Monroe Doctrine 
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C. American Imperialism 
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D. Roosevelt Corollary 
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E. Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy 
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II. World War I 
 
Annotations Notes  

A. Conflict in Europe 
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B. US Neutrality 
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C. The US Enters the War 
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D. The Home Front 
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E. The Allies Win the War\ 
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III. Wilson’s Plan for Peace 
 
Annotations Notes  

A. Fourteen Points 
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B. Paris Peace Conference 
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C. US Rejects the Treaty 
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D. Return to Normalcy 
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IV. Politics of the 1920s 
 
Annotations Notes  

A. Harding Struggles for Peace 
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B. Fear of Communism 
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C. Limiting Immigration 
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D. Labor Unrest 
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V. Changing Ways of LIfe 
 
Annotations Notes  

A. American Industries Flourish 
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B. New Urban Scene 
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C. Science and Religion Clash 
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D. The Twenties Woman 
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VI. Education and Popular Culture 
 
Annotations Notes  

A. Education 
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B. Mass Media 
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C. American Heroes and Dreams 
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D. The Harlem Renaissance 
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