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THE SCOPES TRIAL 
For each of the following questions, pull at least two quotes from the documents that answer each question. (This 
means you need 4 quotes in total.)  Under each quote, analyze and explain how the quote helps answer that question.   
 

Why did some Americans in the 1920s support the teaching of evolution in schools? 
Quote #1:  
 
 
 
 
 
Explanation/Analysis:  
 
 
 
 
Quote #2: 
 
 
 
 
Explanation/Analysis:  
 
 
 
 
 

Why were some Americans in the 1920s opposed to the teaching of evolution in schools? 
Quote #1:  
 
 
 
 
Explanation/Analysis: 
 
 
 
 
Quote #2:  
 
 
 
 
Explanation/Analysis:  
 
 
 
 
 



CLASS SET: SCOPES TRIAL DOCUMENTS 
Document 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
Source:	Mrs.	Jesse	Sparks,	letter	to	the	editor,	Nashville	Tenessean,	July	3,	1925	

Document 2:  
 
This	textbook	was	rejected	for	use	in	North	Carolina	schools	by	the	State	Board	of	Education	after	they	criticism	of	its	treatment	of	evolution.	
	
One	erroneous	notion,	which	some	people	have	about	evolution,	is	that	it	means	that	man	has	descended	from	the	
monkey.	What	it	really	means	is	that	if	we	could	trace	back	far	enough	through	thousands	of	years	the	ancestry	of	man	
and	monkey,	it	would	be	found	that	they	came	from	the	same	ancestor.	Man	is	related	to	the	monkey	but	did	not	
descend	from	one.	The	relationship	is	much	like	two	twigs	on	a	tree	that	come	out	of	a	common	branch	like	a	letter	Y.	
One	twig	does	not	grow	from	the	other	but	they	both	grow	from	the	same	branch.	Man	and	monkey	are	like	cousins	in	
that	they	had	a	common	ancestor.	
	
Source:	Gilbert	Trafton,	Biology	of	Home	and	Community:	A	Textbook	for	High	Schools.	New	York:	Macmillan,	1923,	pp.	579-580.	 

Document 3:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:	Excerpt	from	Reverend	John	Roach	Straton’s	article	in	American	Fundamentalist,	“The	Most	Sinister	Movement	in	the	United	States.”	December	26,	1925	

Document 4:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:	Excerpt	from	Dudley	Field	Malone’s	speech	on	the	4th	day	of	the	Scopes	Trial-	Dudley	was	a	defense	attorney	for	Scopes		



Document 5:  
William Jennings Bryan was the legendary lawyer that fought against Clarence Darrow (John Scopes’ lawyer) in an effort to 
maintain the fundamentalist viewpoint in public schools. Bryan past away just 5 days after the case was closed. Below is a song 
written about Bryan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 6:  
The American Federation of Teachers is very concerned about the effect of the Tennessee anti-evolution law.  
Teaching has been threatened by unwise lawmakers who fear to trust the intelligence, the public spirit, and the 
devotion of teachers.  As teachers we especially fear the effect of the present wave of intolerance in education on 
the task of providing schools with open-minded and informed teachers.  Without intellectual freedom, without open 
discovery and discussion, there could be no scholarship, no schools at all, and no education. 
 
Source: Excerpt from resolution adopted by the American Federation of Teachers on July 18, 1925 

 
Document 7:  
Political cartoon published during the 1920s after the Butler Act was passed. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryan's Last Fight 
Listen now all you good people 
And a story I will tell. 
About a man named Mr. Bryan 
A man that we all loved so well. 
He believed the Bible's teaching 
And he stood for what was right. 
He was strong in his conviction 
And for them he'd always fight. 
Now he's gone way up in heaven  
Where he'll find an open door. 
But the lesson that he taught us 
It will live forevermore. 
When the good folks had their troubles 

Down in Dayton far away.  
Mr. Bryan went to help them 
And he worked both night and day. 
There he fought for what was 
righteous 
And the battle it was won. 
Then the Lord called him to heaven 
For his work on earth was done. 
If you want to go to heaven 
When your work on earth is through 
You must believe as Mr. Bryan  
You will fail unless you do. 


